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A Message from the Prez... 


Hi folks! 

As you know, this issue of Bo Tales is 
about a month late due to the fact that 
we have no editor. This responsibility 
has therefore fallen on me to get this is- 
sue out, and I apologize for the tardi- 
ness. My plate has been pretty full lately 
(new book out), and time has been 
pretty much at a premium. 

In any event, with the super help of 
Bernice Pittman, my savvy Savannah 
savant (who is J.T.’s right-hand gal), 
here is your next issue. 

By now you should 
have received the spe- 
cial mailing we made 
to the OHNS mem- 
bership, outlining the 
tremendous success 
of the OHNS auction 
at FUN with the 
Prices Realized list. 
We're also including 
the list in this issue in 
case you misplaced 
the previous one. 
We'll be soliciting lots 
for the FUN 2000 
auction (Jan. ’00) 
sometime during the 
late summer or early 
fall. 

T’m pleased to an- 
nounce that through 
the dedicated efforts 
of our fine treasurer, 
Dallas Shaw, OHNS 
has been approved by 
the IRS asa 501 (c)(7) 
organization (tax ex- 
empt). Dallas is the 


Florida registered agent for OHNS and 
he has the Articles of Incorporation pa- 
pers in his safety deposit box. He is also 
the OHNS representative with the IRS. 
Thank you, Dallas, for all your hard 
work in making this happen! 

Thanks also to the many volunteers 
who helped man the OHNS table at 
FUN - Dallas and Mary Shaw, “Cee Bo” 
and “Zepp,” Don Haley, Veep Ray 
Flanigan, Sec/Membership Gail “Bo- 
ette” Baker, board member James Tay- 
lor and anyone else I may have missed. 
Your help was very 
much appreciated! 

If you were not at 
the meeting prior to 
the auction, you really 
missed a treat! Euan 
“New York Greenie” 
Green, the real live 
hobo from upstate 
New York, was simply 
fascinating and re- 
galed us with his.expe- 
riences in “riding the 
rails.” Read more 
about it further in this 
issue — what a delight- 
ful and interesting 
gentleman! 

We're still looking 
for articles for future 
issues...many mem- 
bers have stepped for- 
ward and found out it 
really isn’t as difficult 
as they thought. We 
thank them and wel- 
come you to become a 


more active member by sending in 
something. It’s also kinda nice to see 
your name in the by-line! 

And we want to thank our resident 
artist, Bill Anderson, from North 
Carolina, for the new masthead art- 
work! I asked Bill to draw up something 
like this for us to use (to remind every- 
one to pitch in wherever possible) after 
seeing some of his “doodling” on the 
back of an envelope. Thanks very much, 
Bill...it’s great! 

Guess that’s about it for now...see you 
down the road, and good luck in find- 
ing those elusive original Hobo Nickels! 
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OHNS Auction #7 — Could “7” 
Have Been Your Lucky Number? 


by John and Nancy Wilson, NLG 


Several years ago I (John) joined the 
OHNS, which letters spell out “Original 
Hobo Nickel Society.” My moniker is 
Big John and I ama Life Member of the 
organization. My wife, Nancy, and I be- 
came interested in Hobo Nickels years 
ago after viewing the wonderful slide 
program (which comes with a narrated 
tape) on the nickels. This great program 
features hobo George Washington “Bo” 
Hughes and his nickels, along with the 
tools he used for carving them. The pro- 
gram was put together by Past ANA 
Governor and OHNS President Bill 
“Zemo” Fivaz. Bill has duplicated the 
slides and made the program available 
to the American Numismatic Associa- 
tion member clubs. All it costs you is the 
postage and handling both ways. Need- 
less to say, the program generated great 
interest for us to collect Original Hobo 
Nickels. 

Since 1995, the OHNS has been hold- 
ing auctions of Hobo Nickels (four at 
FUN and one at the Denver ‘96 ANA). 
These auctions were a perfect venue for 
us to get desirable and certified Hobo 
Nickels for our collection. All members 
are allowed to place nickels in the 
auction(s). Unfortunately, with the lim- 
ited amount of material that members 
have on Hobo Nickels, auctions are only 
held at the FUN Convention. In other 
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words, there are no hoards of Hobo 
Nickels like other numismatic items. 

The auction this year was held at the 
1999 FUN Convention following the 
OHNS meeting held on Saturday at 10 
a.m. Everyone was warmed up this year 
for the auction by the fantastic talk 
given by special speaker, Euan “New 
York Greenie” Green. His enthusiastic 
and enlightening talk about his life as a 
hobo left everyone spellbound. Mr. 
Green, according to the auction catalog, 
is now 80 years old and a real live hobo. 
Starting as a teenager, he rode the rails 
until 1941. After a short sabbatical he 
rode the rails again for a short while in 
1951. He was also in the Army and 
served in the European Theater in 1941. 
Greenie got married in 1949 and now 
resides in Verona, NY. He calls himself 
a “bridger” as he rode the steam engine 
trains and later the diesels. Thus, he 
bridged the gap between the two. After 
his wonderful talk many members 
wanted his autograph. He obliged ev- 
eryone and was friendly and cordial. 

After the meeting and program every- 
one anxiously waited for the auction to 
start. Some new members joined at the 
show or just before the start just to bid 
in the sale since you had to be a mem- 
ber to bid. 

The auction started at around noon 
on Saturday. The auctioneer 
was Bill “Zemo” Fivaz, who 
was assisted by Gail “Bo-ette” 
Kraljevich and Ray “Erie” 
Flanigan, who handled the 
strong book or mail bids. Af- 
ter explaining the rules (simi- 
lar to other coin, paper or to- 
ken auctions), the auction 
started. The sale had 97 Hobo 
Nickels and five special non- 
cataloged lots that sold be- 
fore the start. All the nickels 
were beautifully photo- 


Euan “New York Greenie” Green 


graphed in the catalog. With the en- 
larged photographs of the lots, we have 
always bid in the sales without looking 
at the actual Hobos. However, you can 
review the lots before the sale starts. The 
prices these nickels realize is commen- 
surate on the quality of the carving. 
Grades of the carvings are: Superior, 
Above Average, Average, Below Average 
and Crude. A plus or minus is also 
added to the grades mentioned. Next in 
order of pricing is usually the subject. 
Hobo Nickels come with many differ- 
ent themes such as clowns, Santa Claus 
(our favorite), Indians, military (sol- 
diers), self portraits, gladiators, cartoon 
characters, donkeys, elephants and 
other subjects. What a type set of Hobo 
Nickels that would be - if you had one 
of each. 

On with the very diversified sale. The 
lowest priced piece in the sale was lot 
60, a bearded Indian in crude quality. 
Opening at $15, it sold for $25 to a book 
bidder. Considering that authentication 
costs for members is $15 per coin and 
$12.50 for 10 or more (or $25 for non- 
members), the $32 was pretty reason- 
able for this lot. The highest priced piece 
was lot 89 which was an above average 


continued on page 15 
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Prices Realized* for OHNS Auction My Hippie 


(January 9, 1999 - FUN - *Hammer prices without 10% commission) H lob Oo Hl alf 
Note: (B) - lots going to the book (mail bidders) by Bill Fivaz 
Lot # A short while ago, a friend who 
knew I collected Hobo Nickels was 
1 = 110.00 (B) 36— 75.00 71 - 175.00 hid eeuiugh to Give'insia tater an- 
pe S000 Bh "= <400-00) 72 390.00:(8) usual piece. It’s a Franklin Half Dol- 
Bie 19.00 BB. = 500.00 (8) me = 90:00 lar that has been carved (actually, 
4:= 150,00 (8) aioe 74 =" 30,00'R) scratched) to give ol’ Ben long, stringy 
5— 90.00 (B) 40} + 900-00 (8) 78 —~ 2700'B) hair, sideburns, an eyebrow, mous- 
6 - 90.00 (B) 41 —- 150.00 76 — 200.00 tache‘antia’ scraggly goatee. 
Fs OD (B) 42. = "75100 -8) 388-0) It’s unusual because we seldom see 
Be «BOO (B) ae > | BAD 7" =: 190/00/8) a “Hobo Nickel” on a denomination 
Dim 20.00 44. = 100.00'(8) FQ. 100.00) other than a nickel, and even more 
Api 20,00 ap: e_ MOD 80} -72.-450:00) rare to see the alteration on a Franklin 
dems (70.00/18) 49/7 AO Sh = 4700,00 Half, I have highlighted the lightly 
oe SAGO) 4 AOD Ba 1700.00 carved areas on the coin so you can 
13 /70,00\(B) 48: — :35-00,8) 88; = 85.08 get a better idea of the artist’s creativ- 
gies - 117.00:(8) ai i2500:8) Ba, =, {80.00 ity. Whether he/she meant it to re- 
Ibe" 360i00 #0" 60-00 Boy = 40.00 semble a 1960s “flower child” or not, 
16)=_ 100:00 SI 18400 (8) Bok = GOOD I don’t know, but I’ve affectionately 
Bn HLO00 2 = Ye00'G) By. = 120100) dubbed this neat piece “My Hippie 
18 - 80.00 53 -— 212.00 (B) 88 - 110.00 Hobo Half.” 
IO <10E00) Bg = 190000 89) = 1750.00.) Hope you enjoy him....all together 
20 - 40.00 55 — 120.00 (B) 90 - 70.00 (B) inv. 
21 — 1500.00 56 -— 80.00 91 - 125.00 “Where have all 
22 — 950.00 (B) 57, - 90.00 92 - 1200.00 o 
23 — 500.00 (B) 58 - 75.00 93 - 300.00 the flowers gone...? 
24 — 450.00 59 — 134.00 (B) 94 - 60.00 (B) 
25 — 325.00 60 - 25.00 (B) 95 - 40.00 (B) 
26 — 1000.00 61 -— 35.00 96 - 150.00 
27 - 85.00 62 -— 50.00 97 - 225.00 
28 — 160.00 63 - 37.00 (B) 
29 - 90.00 64 -— 650.00 (B) 
30 - 130.00 65 — 350.00 
31 - 275.00 66 - 180.00 TOTAL 
32 - 70.00 67 — 450.00 
33 - 70.00 68 — 350.00 $24,801 
34 - 80.00 69 — 650.00 
160.00 (B) 150.00 
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The Board of Directors of The Original 
Hobo Nickel Society met in the Orange 
County Convention Center on Satur- 
day, January 9, 1999 at 7:30 a.m. (Yes, 
that was A.M. — are we dedicated, or 
what??) 


1) Tokens 

Ron Landis will be making OHNS to- 
kens for the year 2000. The reverse will 
feature a train and the obverse a hobo. 
We will order 250 and sell them for $10 
each. 

2) Summer Seminar Scholarships 
Wewill continue to donate $1000 a year 
to the ANA YN Scholarship Fund. The 
amount may vary in the future accord- 
ing to ANA needs and the health of our 
budget. In addition, we will fully fund 
two adult scholarships (including trans- 
portation) following the criteria previ- 
ously published. 

3) Thanks and “Bodacious Awards” 
“Cookie” Fivaz was thanked for prepar- 
ing and sending the delicious Mulligan 
Stew we all enjoyed at the OHNS table. 
Unfortunately, “Cookie” was ill and un- 
able to attend. We all sent our best 
wishes for a speedy recovery. Three 
“Bodacious” awards will be presented to 
the three non-board members who 
helped staff the OHNS table during the 
show: Carolee “Cee-Bo” Allan, Don 
Haley, and Mary Shaw. 


eee 


N2) _OHNS Meeting Minutes... 


4) Ray Flanigan will prepare press re- 
leases on the adult scholarship criteria, 
upcoming elections and the success of 
the auction. 

5) We discussed the authentication 
form. It was decided to change the des- 
ignation of “Neo-Bo” to “Modern,” as 
the term neo-bo is negative. Gail will 
prepare new forms for Bill. 

6) The annual auction will be held at the 
membership meeting. Bill Fivaz has 
handled the auction with help on the 
catalog from Gail “Bo-ette” Baker 
Kraljevich. For this, Bill receives a com- 
mission of 2-1/2%, which he then splits 
with Gail. Gail donated her portion of 
this commission (1-1/4%) to the club. 
7) Our editor, Gail Baker Kraljevich, has 
recently been named Education Direc- 
tor of The American Numismatic Asso- 
ciation and has moved to Colorado 
Springs. Because of the amount of time 
which must be spent with this demand- 
ing position, Gail will no longer be able 
to continue as editor of Bo Tales. Bill 
Fivaz will take over as interim editor 
with J.T. Stanton Printing doing all the 
typesetting and layout. Gail will con- 
tinue as membership chair only. 

8) Ron Landis will be asked to write an 
article on carving techniques for Bo 
Tales. 
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Hallelujah 
I'm A Bum 


Say how can I work 

Like other men do 

How the deuce can I work 

When there’s no work to do. 
(Chorus) 

Hallelujah, I’m a bum 

Hallelujah, bum again, 

Hallelujah, give us a handout, 

To revive us again. 

I walk thru the fields 

‘And keep walking on 

That's the reason my shoes and 

My clothes are all torn. 

Iasked for some food 

My stomach was flat 

But the lady said “Beat it” 

I must feed the cat. 

When ladies I meet 

Ask me who I am 

Well I don’t keep ‘em guessing 

I just say “Mam.” 

Tonce had a job 

I worked for a day 

But I don’t like to work 

So I went on my way. 

When I take a trip 

I ride on the breaks 

And the beds ain’t so good 

Cause my back always aches. 

Tonce met a girl 

Who wanted to wed 

But I bid her good-bye 

With a sign and I said; 

Tonce had a wife 

Tloved her so well 

But she treated me awful 

My life was just ----! 

I walk in a gale 

Itake along chance 

Cause a bull dog jumps out 

And gets me by the pants. 

When I'm tired out 

From hiking all day 

‘Well my bed is all ready 

Ilay in the hay. 

A lot of folks work 

Ata desk constantly 

Don’t they wish they could 

Bum in the fresh air like me. 

Isleep well all night 

‘And wake up at dawn 

Cause the birds are alarm clocks 

For me every morn. 

I dress how I please 

Tm happy all right 

And I always take my bath 

On Saturday night. 

Ain’t got no sweetheart 

But could if I would 

Any girl loves to go 

For a tramp in the wood. 

I’m happy and gay 

‘As I go along 

‘And I'll go on forever 

A’singing this song. 
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Riding the Rails 
Two who call a highway 
overpass home say they 
need a break and hop a 
Sreight that takes them on 
a journey north... 


by Ron Colquitt 
Staff Reporter, Mobile Register (Ala.) 

Mike Wass isn’t ashamed to admit he 
can’t stand being tied down, doesn’t like 
to pay rent or be burdened with bills 
that define a normal lifestyle. 

Instead, he prefers being a hobo, liv- 
ing easy and roaming free when he gets 
the urge — even if it means sleeping un- 
der bridges and scavenging food from 
garbage cans. His partner, Pat Hannah, 
has a similar outlook on life. 

They and several other homeless 
people live under an interstate overpass 
in downtown Mobile. 

About two months ago, Wass, 38, and 
Hannah, 45, got bored and decided to 
do what comes natural for them — hop 
a freight train north. 

“We needed a break,” Wass. “We had 
been under here for awhile, and we 
needed to take a ride, you know. 

“When you are a hobo — and that’s 
my lifestyle, I am a hobo, the whole 
thing is riding, going places, doing 
things that are different.” 

Wass and Hannah don’t panhandle 
and are self-reliant, selling scrap metal 
for a little cash, eating discarded food if 
necessary, keeping to themselves and 
not bothering anybody, Wass said. 

Both wear denim jackets and jeans — 
the material withstands wear and tear, 
Wass said. Years of living under bridges 
and hopping trains have left their 
clothes threadbare and grimy. 

Wass said he’s from California and 
has been riding the freight rails since he 
was 13, and his pride and joy is his blue- 
and-white-striped train conductor’s 
cap. A Union Pacific patch adorns the 
front. 

“J got that from an old conductor,” 


Veteran hobos Mike Wass, left, and Pat 
Hannah take it easy on a flatcar in the 
railroad yard near the Alabama State 
Docks, where they say they hopped a 
train to Kentucky and back. 


Wass said. “I rode his lines so many 
times that when he retired he gave me 
his cap.” 

Aleather band with silver ornaments, 
and teeth he said came from a wolf, 
complete the cap’s look of adventure. 

Hannah isn’t as talkative, but said he 
has been a hobo for about 12 years. 

Besides breaking the monotony of 
living under a bridge, the two traveled 
north to pick up a little spending money 
in Hannah’s last address — Paducah, 
Ky. 

While living in Paducah, Hannah 
learned that an old hospital was being 
demolished and the building’s heating 
system contained a lot of copper parts. 

Copper equals cash, so the idea of 
hopping a train to Paducah was born, 

continued on page 6 
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Please welcome the 
Sollowing new members: 


NAME State Number 
Luke Coston AR JM #512 
Sponsor: Gene Johnson 


Roscoe Yoder KS RM #513 
Sponsor: Virg Marshall 


Alfred Lanze NY RM#514 
‘Sponsor: Mrs. J. Allen 


Sonny Carpenter AR RM #515 
Sponsor: Ron Landis 

Richard Burdick MI RM #516 
Sponsor: Bill Fivaz 


Len Buth Ont RM #517 


Sponsor: Gail Baker 


Doug Baker NY RM #518 


Sponsor: J. Allen 


Fred Blair FL RM #519 
‘Sponsor: Robert Willhide 

Sid Gale LA RM #520 
Sponsor: FUN Show Booth 


Judy Ashley-Gale LA RM #521 
Sponsor: FUN Show Booth 

Irma Degler CO RM #522 
‘Sponsor: FUN Show Booth 

R.G. Greene GA RM #523 
Sponsor: Bill Fivaz 

Gary Morse FL RM #524 
Sponsor: FUN Show Booth 


Ta Baxter NY RM#525 | 
Sponsor: CeeBo 
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Riding the Rails continued from page 5 


Wass said. Hannah said they only made 
about $100 from selling the copper, but 
they both enjoyed the ride to and from 
Kentucky. 

Hopping a train is illegal. It can also 
be deadly, Wass said, if the person mis- 
calculates the train’s speed while trying 
to climb aboard. 

“It will jerk you off your feet and right 
under the train.” 

Local hobos tend to congregate near 
the Alabama State Docks near down- 
town Mobile, waiting to jump aboard 
trains under the overpass near the 
tracks, Wass said. 

Empty wine bottles, discarded shoes, 
old cardboard boxes and the ashes of 
dead campfires littered the area. Trains 
rumbled by about 100 feet away, their 
blaring horns warning people to clear 
the tracks. 

While waiting for a train, hobos over 
the years have passed the time by leav- 
ing messages on the overpass’ concrete 
support columns. 

Wass said his hobo nickname is 
“Street,” and Hannah calls himself 
“Sparky.” 

“Grass Hopper,” “Two Shoes,” “Drum 
Stik” and “Cajun Ben” have spent time 
at the camp, leaving their signatures on 
the columns. Wass said he knows Cajun 
Ben, but hasn’t seen him for a long time. 
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The columns also serve as a crude 
bulletin board. “Big E” left the message: 
“ponytail big E has to rick or 90 to the 
hen house.” 

Hannah interpreted the message as 
meaning that a person named Big E “is 
getting ready to go back to the old 
camp.” 

Non-hobos would never consider the 
800-mile trip from Mobile to Peducah 
without money and a dependable ve- 
hicle. When Wass and Hannah set out, 
they were penniless. 

“You really don’t need money,” Wass 
said. “Everything you need out there to 
survive is there. You carry a little bit of 
food in your pack, water and stuff. 

“But everything you need out there to 
survive is all in them dumpsters. All 
those fast-food places, they prepare ev- 
erything ahead of time. And when they 
close down, they put them burgers in a 
bag and throw them in a dumpster and 
they are still good. You ain’t going to get 
food poisoning or nothing.” 

The life does have drawbacks. Rail- 
roads have their own police force to 
keep hobos off the trains and away from 
the rail yards, Wass said. 

But “as long as you ain’t messing with 
their equipment or stealing something 
from them,” the “bull,” hobo slang for 
the police, won’t bother you, he said. 


Wass and Hannah had only one run- 
in with authorities on their trip, in 
Montgomery, Wass said. 

“We got caught by the bull and he took 
us off the train and gave us the option 
of going to jail or taking us to the free- 
way,” he said. “Most of them are pretty 
nice. 

“It’s not a big deal, we ain’t hurting 
nothing. It’s against the rules, and 
they’ve got to enforce it because it’s their 
job.” 

Wass said they opted for the freeway 
though it meant hitchhiking several 
miles to Birmingham. 

A spokesman for Burlington North- 
ern Santa Fe Railway in Mobile said 
being on railroad property, or hopping 
one of their trains, is trespassing, which 
all railroads discourage because of the 
dangers posed to the would-be riders. 

Both Wass and Hannah said they 
have spent time in jail after being caught 
riding a freight train. 

Another peril of riding is getting on 
the wrong train, Hannah said. 

“I got ready to catch a train out of here 
to Montgomery one time, wound up in 
Pensacola, caught one out of Pensacola 
to get back to Montgomery and ended 
up in Sugarland, Texas,” he said with a 
laugh. 
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The Origin of the Word 
“Hobo” 


The origin of the word hobo is un- 
known for certain. I have found eight 
theories of its derivation, which are 
listed below. The ninth theory is my own 
suggestion, just a guess on my part. 
1) From “hoe boy,” a migratory farm- 
hand. 2) From the warning “Ho, boy!” 
shouted by railworkers in the Northwest 
when they tossed mailbags from trains. 
The first recorded use of the word 
“hobo” was in Washington State in 
1889. 3) From “Haut Bois!” (“High tim- 
ber!”) shouted by French Canadian lum- 
berjacks when they felled trees. 4) From 
the French musical instrument “haut- 
bois,” which in English evolved into 
hautboy, hoboy, and finally oboe. Wan- 
dering minstrels playing the hoboy may 
have been called hoboes. 5) From “Ho! 
Beau!” which was a call of greeting be- 
tween vagrants. 6) From “homeward 
bound” soldiers after the Civil War, who 
took to aimless wanderings along rail 
road rails. 7) From the Latin “homo 
bonus” meaning good man. This is a 
1920s theory. 8) From the contraction 
for “Hello Brother” which was short- 
ened to “Lo bro” then “o bo” then 
“hobo.” 9) A term for someone from 
Hoboken, New Jersey, a town across 
from New York City. Hoboken was also 
a railroad center. 


Who Is A Hobo? 
(According to J. Leon Lazarowitz) 


In the late 1930s, J. Leon Lazarowitz 
was the (self-proclaimed?) King of the 
Hoboes; President of the Rambling 
Hoboes of America, Inc.; and Chief Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Hobo Kangaroo 
Court. He defines who a hobo is in the 
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by Stephen P. Alpert, OHNS LM-10 
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constitution for his Ram- 
bling Hoboes of America: 
“Men who have the wan- 
derlust and travel the 
length and breadth of the 
nation via freight train or 
the hitchhiking method: A. 
Those who offer to work for 
food and shelter. B. Public 
school graduates. C. A be- 
liever in respect of tolera~ 
tion for religion. D. One 
who has faith in the Ameri- 
can form of government.” 

Applicants for his organi- 
zation “must respect the 
law at all times, be over 21 
with no dependents, must 
be (over) 1000 miles away 
from home and (at least) 
three months on the road 
with no transportation paid for.” Decent 
women were allowed to join. Prohibited 
were: panhandlers, drunks, bums, 
criminals, and married men leaving 
their wives. Members in good standing 
were not to spit in freight cars, nor scare 
women and children. A hobo who got 
married received an honorable dis- 
charge; a hobo who took a job went on 
the inactive list. Annual dues were 50 
cents. 

(The above information on the Ram- 
bling Hoboes is from the September 
1940 issue of Zhe Hobo News, a news- 
paper published by hoboes in New York 
City eight times a year. A subscription 
cost $1.00 for 25 consecutive issues by 
mail. It was a large 11x17” 16-page pa- 
per, full of poetry, cartoons, jokes, news, 
anecdotes, articles, and patriotism. In- 
cluded was this quote by General John 
J. Pershing: “The American hoboes are 
the best soldiers under my command, 
because they can march more miles 
with a pack and not a whimper out of 


them, also sleep in a trench as well asin 
a box car.”) 


Hobo Postcard 


Pictured above is an old postcard pic- 
turing a drawing of a hobo asking for a 
handout with his exaggerated extended 
hand. What's interesting about this card 
is that it is the first old hobo postcard 
I’ve seen where the hobo actually looks 
like a Hobo Nickel carving. The hat, ear, 
beard, and big nose are all similar to 
what we see on Hobo Nickels. Note that 
he is shown in profile facing right, just 
as on the nickels. This card probably 
predates the buffalo nickel by eight or 
so years. Maybe this card was a model 
for some early Hobo Nickel carvers. 

Note the can heis carrying along with 
the walking stick. Many old postcards 
depict a hobo with such a can. The can 
was probably used for cooking, or 
scooping up water. 
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In the last issue of Bo 
Tales 1 presented a few 
carved foreign pieces, 
mostly on coins of Great 
Britain, commonly referred 
to as “Satirical Tokens.. 
These, as the initial title 
stated, are the foreign 
equivalent of our Hobo 
Nickels. 

I promised to illustrate a 
few more in this issue, so 
here they are again, mostly 
British, but with one or two 
from other countries. 


# 1 - Similar to one shown 
in the first article, here we 
see one of the thick, heavy 
pennies of George III, with 
the monarch transformed 
into a lady wearing a bonnet, 
and with a coy smile on his 
(her?) face, 


#2 - This carving is on a 
thick Half Penny of George 
III (1760-1820), and you'll 
note that the “III” has been 
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Part 2 - Satirical Tokens 


by Bill “Zemo” Fivaz 


changed to a “III.” On this 
piece George now has a 
(carved) crown, a laureate 
wreath on his head, and is 
smoking a pipe. The pipe is 
acommon addition to many 
of the satirical pieces, both 
from Great Britain and other 


countries. 


# 3 - This 1811 Half Penny 
token has George wearing a 
“Liberty” nose cone. Un- 
doubtedly, this has a signifi- 
cant political connotation, 
but I was unable to find out 
what it was. If any member 
(maybe an early English 
History major?) can shed a 
light on this, we’d be most 
grateful to hear from you. 


# 4 - As mentioned in the 
first article, because of 
Queen Victoria’s long reign 
(1838-1901), there are a 
great many satirical carvings 
on the different types of her 
coins. This portrays the 


Queen as she would look 
normally. The lettering has 
all been removed and the 
field “stippled” to create a 
cameo effect. You might 
want to refer back to this 
photo to see how the next 
few have been altered. 


# 5 - See what I mean? This 
is Victoria, “reincarnated” as 
a very young army officer. 
Everything has been carved, 
and the field has been 
dressed to eliminate all let- 
tering. This is on one of the 
earlier type (1838-1860) 
Half Pennies. 


#6-On this Victoria Penny, 
she is now a “kingly” 
bearded figure, smoking a 
pipe. Note that the only re- 
maining portion of the origi- 
nal design is her eye, fore- 
head and nose...everything 
else has been altered 
(carved). 


(NC, 


#7 - On this Victoria 1855 
Half Penny, the regal Queen 
has been transformed into 
some sort of long-necked, 
short snouted, eared animal. 
Obviously, as on most of the 
others shown in this article, 
a great deal of work went 
into this carving. 


# 8 - This is an absolutely 
lovely carving on a Victorian 
One Shilling (silver). Here 
you see her hair restyled, a 
beaded tiara, earring and 
necklace added. Also, 
(Heavens!), she’s smoking a 
pipe! The unusual cross- 
hatching design above and 
behind her tends to accent 
the figure even more. 

continued on page 9 


“These ‘Satirical 
Tokens’ are the 
foreign equivalent of 
our Hobo Nickels.” 
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Part 2 - Satirical Tokens 


# 9 - George V (1911-1936) 
is seen here wearing a 
“boater” hat, high collar and 
smoking the ubiquitous 
pipe. 


#10 - Edward VII (1902- 
1910) appears to be a cigar- 
smoking cricket player on 
this 1902 Penny. Note that 
the hair, beard and mous- 
tache are all recarved, and 
he appears to have a band 
around his neck. 


#11 - Here Eddie VII must be 
going to the opera...top hat, 
natty coat and his favorite 
stogie. 


continued from page 8 


#12 - This 1939 Netherlands 
1Gulden (Wilhemina) is es- 
pecially interesting and topi- 
cal. It shows the queen of the 
Netherlands wearing what is 
probably a Civil Defense hel- 
met, and it was undoubtedly 
carved during the early days 
of World War 2 when the 
Germans were marching on 
the Lowland countries. Note 
that the word 
“NEDERLANDEN” on the 
right has been altered to 
read “"LONDEN,” a possible 
misspelling of “LONDON.” 


#13 - As pointed out in the 
first article, President 
Kreuger of South Africa was 
a favorite “target” for the 
satirical carvers. Here we 
see him wearing a beat-up 
old hat (which is way too big 
for him), and smoking a 
pipe. This is on an 1896 One 
Shilling piece. 


#14 - This final coin is a very 
unique piece, an 1868 Span- 
ish One Escudo (Queen 
Isabel), with five faces and a 
bird’s head carved on the ef- 
figy in different positions. 
All five utilize the actual de- 
sign on the coin for noses, 
jaws, etc. The fifth face is 
somewhat difficult to see, 
but it appears as a figure 
smoking a pipe in the hair 
bun. I've numbered each of 
the faces, etc., and by turn- 
ing the photo, they appear as 
clear as can be. Truly, an ex- 
ceptional piece done by a 
very creative artist! 


IT hope you've enjoyed 
this two-part article 
on “The European 
Answer to Hobo 
Nickels.” I think youll 
agree that the work- 
manship on many of 
these rivals the carv- 
ings of many of the 
more talented Hobo 
Nickel carvers, and 
that they are certainly 
an interesting area to 
consider collecting. 


NICH’S | 


Age is not a criteria for 
wisdom. 


You can’t teach an old 
dog new tricks. 


All actual heroes are 
essential men and all 
men are possible heroes. 


Victory is a thing of the 
will. 


He loves his country 
best who strives to 
make it best. 


Pray devoutly but 
hammer stoutly. 


Begin, be bold, and 
venture to be wise. 


Paddle your own canoe. 


Look for the silver 
lining. 


Although hard be the 
task, keep a stiff 
upper lip. 


Action is the proper 
Sruit of knowledge. 


One brave deed makes 
no hero. 


He that respects 
himself is safe from 


others. 


SEND IN YOUR SUGGESTIONS 
FOR NICK'S CORNER! 
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OHNS General Meeting & Auction 
FUN 1999 - January 9, 1999 


Some of our “Bored” of Directors: (L to R) Roy “Erie” Flanigan, 
Gail “Bo-ette” Baker Kraljevich, and Bill “Zemo” Fivaz. 


That stick-to-your-bones “Mulligan Stew” brewing on the back 
table, made from a secret recipe by Marilyn Fivaz. 


Picture showing armband of a conductor of the “D&W” Railway, 
railroad spike used to prevent the doors of a box car from 
closing when you're inside it, cap from the St. Lawrence and 


Hudson Railroad. 


-10 BO TALES 


Our guest of honor, “Greenie,” a genuine man of the (rail) road, 
hailing from upstate New York (left), sitting next to his World 
War || buddy who lives in Florida and brought “Greenie” over to 
FUN to tell us about his hobo experiences. 


“Cee-Bo” and “Zepp” leaving the auction with a smile. Wonder 
what bargains they got to add to their “Hobo Camp?” 


ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


OHNS General Meeting & Auction 
FUN 1999 - January 9, 1999 


cs a 
“Zemo” presenting “Greenie” with a collage photo of Zemo's “Greenie” explaining why he wore two kerchiefs. 
Top Hobo Nickels. 


= 
a 

After the talk (left to right) “Zemo,” “Greenie,’ 
John Wilson and Roger Wollam. 


Our “Camp” at the FUN Show. Zemo wanted to start a fire bel 3 - 
table to heat up the stew, but for some reason the Show officials “Greenie” speaking about tools of the trade, avoiding 
discouraged it. Oh well. A great time was had by all. railroad cops and how to travel on the “iron road.” 
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Cigarette Money: Worth Every Dime — | Mean “Nickel” 


We have just returned from attend- 
ing our first FUN Coin Show and OHNS 
meeting and auction held annually in 
Orlando. For months prior to going we 
had questioned the practicality of the 
trip (expenses versus gain). We can now 
recommend that any member of the 
Hobo Nickel Society would invest their 
money well by attending the event. The 
acquaintances and knowledge gained 
were well worth the money spent. Es- 
pecially if it’s cigarette money. Let me 
explain. 

I’m Janet Wilkey, and I began smok- 
ing cigarettes in high school. About 
seven years ago I made up my mind to 
quit and to really do it. I decided to put 
the amount of money I had been spend- 
ing on cigarettes into my credit union. 
When a nonessential item I really 
wanted presented itself, I could buy that 
item with my cigarette money. While at- 
tending a coin show in St. Louis with 
my husband Larry (a half dollar collec- 
tor), I was introduced to Hobo Nickels 
by Norm Talbert .Within the next 
couple of years I purchased five Hobos 
from Norm with cigarette money. I be- 
came hooked on Hobos. I joined the 
Hobo Nickel Society and purchased and 
read back issues of Bo Tales and both 
Hobo Nickel books by Del and Joyce 
Romines. I really wanted to own a nickel 
carved by “Bo,” but didn’t know where 
to find one. So Larry and I decided to 
attend the Florida show (on cigarette 
money). We made hotel and airline res- 
ervations last fall and waited. Finally the 
departure day came. 

We flew into Orlando Thursday night 
and were checked into the hotel by 10 
p.m. Friday morning we walked to the 
Convention Center not knowing what to 
expect. We were cordially greeted and 
registered by members of the host club, 
and we entered the bourse. The 100+ 
dealers and booths left us in awe. I 
quickly found the OHNS booth, expertly 
manned by Don Haley and Ray 


by Janet and Larry Wilkey 


Flanigan. The Hobo Nickels consigned 
to the auction to be held the next day 
were there for inspection. I had never 
seen approximately 100 Hobo Nickels 
in one place before. I was excited. Larry 
and I looked at each lot and had all our 
questions courteously answered by Mr. 
Haley and/or Mr. Flanigan. We tried to 
choose which coins we were most inter- 
ested in. 

Larry left the Hobo Nickel booth to 
see the rest of the show, but I stayed and 
admired the Hobos, and continued to 
quiz Mr. Haley and Mr Flanigan about 
the coins and the price range they might 
be in at the auction. I stayed several 
hours and asked many questions and 
the hosts at the booth patiently and pro- 
fessionally answered all questions. A 
number of Hobo Nickel collectors came 
by and I met most, if not all, who 
stopped. I made several friends, includ- 
ing a lady named Susan, who stayed 
with me for most of the day. She showed 
me her nice collection of Hobos and 
some Hobo memorabilia, which I en- 
joyed. She and I viewed several other 
Hobo collections. 

During the afternoon we were fortu- 
nate enough to meet Mr. Bill Fivaz, the 
president of the OHNS club and a well 
known author and expert in the coin 
world. A down-to-earth fine gentleman, 
to say the least. Gail Kraljevich was in 
the building, but busy at that time at the 
booth of her full time employer. We did 
meet her the next day. She’s a classy 
lady who knows her stuff. Mr. Fivaz had 
brought some delicious Mulligan Stew 
he and his wife, Marilyn, had made. It 
was a real treat. 

Later in the afternoon we visited sev- 
eral interesting displays, including the 
U.S. Mint display, where we each re- 
ceived a new Quarter. Then we returned 
to the hotel and tried to decide which 
coin or coins to bid on. We spent sev- 
eral hours trying to decide whether to 
try to buy early in the sale or hold off 


and maybe not get anything if the later 
coins sold higher than we were willing 
to give. 

Saturday morning we returned and 
went directly to the annual OHNS meet- 
ing. It was conducted by Mr. Fivaz, who 
wore a black top hat that appeared to 
be an invitation for the Orkin man. He 
was ably assisted by Gail Kraljevich and 
Ray Flanigan. At the conclusion of the 
business meeting, an 80 year old real 
live hobo, “New York Greenie,” spoke 
about real issues that faced real hobos 
during the first half of this century. It 
was a very interesting and informative 
program, and we enjoyed and learned 
from it. 

Then it was time for the auction. Since 
I was so nervous, Larry was to be the 
bidder. When the sale ended, the “ciga- 
rette money” had provided me with 
three original Hobo Nickels, all three by 
“Bo.” I was elated. It was a dream come 
true. Besides obtaining the three nick- 
els, I had met a great group of Hobo 
Nickel collectors (I met many at the auc- 
tion). In those two days I had learned a 
great deal and seen a great deal, includ- 
ing many Hobo Nickels. To top it all off, 
that afternoon we attended an educa- 
tional presentation on Hobo Nickels by 
Bill Fivaz. 

We hope every member of the OHNS 
can find a way to attend one of these 
shows and meetings. If you need a rea- 
son to quit smoking, this is a good one. 

Thanks to everyone involved. 


Janet and Larry Wilkey, Coatsburg, IL 
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Postcard submitted by Bill Fivaz 
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A Tribute to Emile Mackey 


One of the neat things about collect- 
ing Hobo Nickels is that there are so 
many related areas to delve into that one 
need not be discouraged if the original 
nickels are tough to find. Hobo post- 
cards, satirical carvings on foreign 
coins, Potty coins, etc. are usually a bit 
more available, as are railroad-related 
items. 

While at the Portland ANA in August, 
I picked up (purchased!) an item that 
falls into the latter category...railroad- 
related exonumia. 

Illustrated here is a “Love Token” type 
of carving on a 1901 Barber Half 
Dollar, and on the reverse is engraved: 


“Emile Mackey / in wreck of Engines 52 
and 37 / 10-23-04 - 1-22 A.M.” 


After a great deal of research, I dis- 
covered that: Emile Mackey was, 
strangely and interestingly, a knight of 
the road from Steamboat Rock, a small 
town in eastern Hardin County in Iowa. 
He was born in 1840 in Manchester, 


by Bill Fivaz 


England, and emigrated to this country 
with his parents when he was 5 years 
old. He served in the Union Army dur- 
ing the Civil War and was in the bloodi- 
est of all battles — Gettysburg. 

Emile survived the war and like so 
many other veterans, decided to “hit the 
road” to satisfy his wanderlust. Little is 
known of his travels from 1870 to 1900, 
but one report had him mining gold in 
Colorado during the mid-’80s, and an- 
other working as a “gandy dancer,” lay- 
ing track in the northwest in 1888. 

All records were lost on Emile’s 
whereabouts during the latter part of 
the century, until this piece showed up. 
Efforts to contact a Mackey family in 
and around Steamboat Rock, Iowa 
proved futile, but extensive research did 
bring forth information on a very seri- 
ous train accident near Festus, Mis- 
souri, about 60 miles south of St. Louis, 
on October 23, 1904. 

It is reported that on that date, at ap- 
proximately 1:30 in the morning, two 
trains, one a U.P. (Union Pacific) with 


the engine number 52 and the other a 
Rock Island freight with Engine #37 
pulling it, hit head-on near Festus. Both 
engineers and one stoker were killed 
and several others were injured. An in- 
vestigation later showed that a rail 
switch was improperly thrown which 
caused both trains to be on the same 
track, heading in opposite directions. 
Maybe Emile was “riding the rails” on 
this fateful night, or maybe he was one 
of the crew...we don’t know. Neither do 
we know if he survived or was killed, 
and whether this interesting and his- 
torically important memento is in 
memory of him or a tribute to his sur- 
vival. We may never knot 


NOTE: The above is a completely ficti- 
tious story conjured up by the author. 
It is hoped that Emile had a long and 
happy life and that he was not a victim 
of this train wreck. I hope you've en- 
joyed this little glimpse into the past. 
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Only A Hobo 


a great hobo song sent to us from Ed Dence. 


G c G 
As I was out walkin’ on the corner one day 


G D 
I spied an old hobo, in the doorway he lay 


G Cc G 
His face was all grounded in the cold sidewalk floor 


G D G 
An’ I guess he’d been there for the whole night or more 


Cc G 
Only a hobo, but one more is gone 


G D 
Leaving nobody to sing his sad song 


G Cc G 
Leaving nobody to carry him home 


G D G 
He was only a hobo, but one more is gone 


A blanket of newspaper covered his head 

As the step was his pillow, the street was his bed 

One look at his face showed the hard road he’d come 
An’ a fistful of coins showed the money he’d bummed 


He was only a hobo, but one more is gone 
Leaving nobody to sing his sad song 
Leaving nobody to carry him home 

He was only a hobo, but one more is gone 


Does it take much of a man to see his whole life go down 
To look up in the work from a hole in the ground 

To wait for the future like a horse that’s gone lame 

To lie in the gutter and die with no name 


He was only a hobo, but one more is gone 
Leaving nobody to sing his sad song 
Leaving nobody to carry him home 

He was only a hobo, but one more is gone 


(instrumental) 


For those of you who are musically inclined, here's 
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Manual for 
Hoboes 


by Dan O’Brien, Hobo King 


1. Don’t forget that you, as an individual 
hobo, always come first. 


2. Use moderation in all things except 
sleeping and loving. 

3. It is dangerous when bumming a 
lump, to tease or provoke the dog. 

4. Be courteous, kind, generous and 
frank with whom you meet. 

5. Hoboing is not precarious, nor diffi- 
cult, unless you make it so. 

6. When plinging on the main stem or 
skid road, wear a smile. 

7. Take a bath four times a year — 
oftener than that is dangerous. 

8. In the interest of comfort, pay no at- 
tention to your attire. 

9. Always take life philosophically, 
never worry or hurry. 

10. See that your socks fit properly in 
winter — don’t wear any in summer. 
11. When through with cans, pans, etc. 
in Jungles, always leave them clean. 
12. Dishonesty in any form, whether 
between us or the public, is disastrous. 
13. Extreme caution is peculiarly indis- 
pensable in catching fast ones. 

14. If you have to flop in a box car, se- 
lect a good one. 

15. Put out all Jungle fires, ifyou are the 
last one to leave. 

16. Keep on the bright side of women, 
they’re in this world to be entertained. 
17. Keep active, love someone or some- 
thing — always keep hoping. 

18. Remember thought is the greatest 
thing in life. Think! Think! 

19. Don’t mix too much with tramps or 
bums, or you'll be demoralized. 

20. Never work of necessity, or when it’s 
dangerous — it must be voluntarily and 
agreeable. 
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Auction #7 continued from page 2 


piece of a bearded man with derby hat. 
The artist was Bertram “Bert” Weigand, 
and the buffalo nickel was carved. 
Opening at $1,200, it sold to a book bid- 
der for $1,905. The book had a high bid 
of $2,590 according to the auctioneer. 

Lot 81 was a Hobo Nickel that por- 
trayed a self-portrait of “Bo.” Carved by 
“Bo,” it was graded a superior quality 
piece. Opening at $1,600, it sold to the 
floor for $1,870. The next lot 82 was also 
a carved piece done by “Bo.” This self 
portrait of “Bert” in superior quality 
opened at $750 and sold for $1,870 to 
the floor. Lot 26 was a “Bo” piece graded 
above average and also superior. All 
grading is usually done by two graders 
for each Hobo Nickel, and sometimes 
they are off a half or full grade in qual- 
ity. The subject was a portrait of a 
woman known as “Monique.” This 
carved piece opened at $550 and sold 
to the book for $1,100. Another great 
“Bo” was in lot 21. This superior plus 
and superior carved example of a clown 
with stubble beard and hat and nick- 
named “Weary Willie” by Bill Fivaz. 
This great item opened at $750 and sold 
to the floor for $1,650. We purchased 
lot 66, which was a Mohawk Indian 
carved by “Bo” in above average qual- 
ity. Opening at $150, we paid $198 for 
the piece. Lot 68 was another “Bo” piece 
of a reverse carving of donkey or mule, 
in above average low and above aver- 
age-quality. This carved piece opened at 
$75 and sold for $385 to the floor. Lot 
69 was another “Bo” that portrayed a 
carving of an elephant on the reverse. 
In above average quality, it sold for $715 
to the floor. Lot 5 was a “Bo” machined 
piece in average quality portraying a 
clown. This Ex Del Romines piece 
opened at $50 and sold for $99 to the 
floor. The last “Bo” piece we will com- 
ment on was in lot 25. This average and 
above average low quality piece por- 
trayed an older balding “Bo.” This plate 
Hobo Nickel in the 1982 Romines ref- 
erence opened at $175 and sold to the 
floor for $358. 


An average high and average quality 
lightly bearded man wearing a derby 
was in lot 14. This carved piece opened 
at $50 and sold for $129 to the book. 
Lot 39 was a carved piece of a smiling 
man with bald head in average high and 
average low condition. Opening at $75, 
it sold for $121. Lot 40 contained a su- 
perior carved piece of a man with beard 
and derby hat. Opening at $600, it sold 
to the floor for $990. Lot 49 contained 
a crude quality, knife cut of a lightly 
bearded man with derby. Opening at 
$15, it sold for $28 to the book. For the 
most part, the unknown artists in be- 
low average sold for around $44. All the 
mentioned pieces so far were done on 
Buffalo Nickels. Other nickels in the sale 
went anywhere from $35 to hundreds 
of dollars. Hobos have also been carved 
on many different types of coins. As an 
example, lot 96 contained a 1958 fifty 
cent piece. This above average quality 
carved piece had a clean-shaven man 
on the obverse and a broken bell on the 
reverse. Opening at $70, it sold for $165 
to the floor. 

Several satirical pieces were also in 
this sale. They are graded for quality and 
certificates issued, but no authentica- 
tion number is given. Usually done on 
foreign coins, these pieces have a fa- 
mous foreign personality on them. Lot 
#17 contained such a piece. This above 
average quality piece, done on a3 Mark 
coin, depicted Kaiser Wilhelm II wear- 
ing a top hat. Estimated at $50, it sold 
to the floor for $187. Several other sa- 
tirical pieces in the sale sold for between 
$44 and $247. Several more modern 
Hobo Nickels designed by the above 
mentioned people were in this sale. Lot 
72 contained a machined piece of a 
Spanish conquistador which was done 
by the late Frank Brazzell. This above 
average quality piece opened at $60 and 
sold for $110 to the floor. Lot 56 con- 
tained a carved and punched piece done 
by John Dorusa, and it depicted a long 
haired man with cap. In average low and 
average quality, this piece opened at 
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$50 and sold for $88. Lot 83 contained 
a punched piece by J. Press. In below 
average quality, this oriental person de- 
signed piece opened for $30 and sold 
for $60 to the floor. All the final prices 
include the 10% buyers fee. Sellers also 
had to pay a 5% fee. Profits are used to 
send YN’s or OHNS members to the 
ANA Summer Seminar. The sale was 
pretty strong with only around seven or 
so lots going for prices that would be 
considered pretty good bargains. Hobo 
Nickels are out there in dealers cases, 
but you have to be careful before pur- 
chasing them without knowing what 
you are doing. At times, modern repro- 
ductions look just like the real thing. 
Education is power, and we suggest you 
join the Original Hobo Nickel Society. 

The OHNSis a nonprofit organization 
incorporated in the State of Florida in 
1992. The Ist Issue of Bo Zalescame out 
in August of 1992 andis published three 
times a year. Dues are $10 per year and 
YN’s are $5. Life memberships cost 
$250. The organization is quoting the 
member application dedicated to the 
study and appreciation of Hobo Nick- 
els and other carved coins. Hobo Nick- 
els are carved Buffalo Nickels, using the 
design of either the Indian or the buf- 
falo as a base, and modifying it so that 
itrepresents another design altogether. 
The Indian has been redesigned to rep- 
resent clowns, ethnic caricatures, 
women, other Indians, friends, loved 
ones, and self portraits. The buffalo has 
been turned into donkeys, men with 
packs on their backs, and elephants 
among others. These are unique coins 
that combine the fields of numismatics, 
art, and history. The application also 
reads “OHNS membership guarantees 
something for everyone. We specialize 
in having a good time.” 

Before the OHNS organization 
formed, the collecting of these types of 
nickels was relegated to the miscella- 
neous coin box or placed in plastic pages 
in dealers cases with other less expen- 

continued on page 16 
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Auction #7 continued from page 15 


sive tokens and medals. Though you 
found them infrequently, they were usu- 
ally available at coin shows - large or 
small. Before the formation of the 
OHNS, these nickels usually sold for 
$10 to $35. Since grades weren’t as- 
signed to Hobo Nickels years ago, you 
bought them because you collected 
them and not that they were crude or 
superior in quality. Of course, the su- 
perior quality or prettier piece always 
looked nice and commanded a little 
more money on the bourse floor than a 
crude example. 

Also, we would like to say that until 
the first OHNS auctions, original “Bo’s, 
Bert’s and Peanut Ear’s” were found 
very infrequently, if at all, at coin shows 
or from other collectors. It was when 
these classic works of art were made 
available at the OHNS sales that the 
collecting of Hobo Nickels sky rocketed. 


Winner of Gin 
Game Gets Girl 


The prosperous and time-honored 
partnership of Foofnick and 
Skoodnick threatened to go on the 
rocks when Foofnick fell in love with 
Skoodnick’s wife. 

Skoodnick was very understand- 
ing about the whole thing, but finally 


told his partner. “This thing cannot 
go on any longer. The situation must 
be resolved one way or another.” 

“We've always been sporting 
men,” said Foofnick. “What do you 
think of the idea of playing one game 
of gin rummy to see who gets the 
girl.” 

The husband thought this propo- 
sition over for a few moments and 
then agreed. “But just to make it in- 
teresting,” he suggested, “let’s play 
for a quarter a point on the side. 


Today it is very popular, and we have 
yet to sit through one of the auctions 
without 50 or so bidders vying for these 
nickels. You should also realize that 
original Hobo Nickels were actually 
made by people who rode the rails and 
used them to purchase a meal, or some 
other item. They are a fantastic numis- 
matic collectible. You would be hard 
pressed to find two original Hobo Nick- 
els that were exactly the same. Of course 
the modern machined pieces are made 
in many cases exactly the same. 

A Kurt Krueger Auction held August 
15-22, 1982 in Boston, MA, had 19 Hobo 
Nickels in it. Unfortunately, at that time 
the Buffalo Nickel was graded instead 
of the quality of the carving. Purchas- 
ers of these nickels today only care 
about the quality of the engraving and 
not the coin grade. They all sold in the 
Krueger Auction for between $15 and 
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$30 each. 

In 1982, Del Romines came out with 
the first Hobo Nickel book. Within the 
past few years, this wonderful reference 
has been updated with Volume Two. 
These great references explain what to 
look for in a Hobo Nickel and how to 
determine the quality of the carving. 
They also explain modern reproduc- 
tions and what to look for. Volume One 
is out of print, but Volume Two is avail- 
able in the marketplace. It is profusely 
illustrated and highly recommended by 
us. 

If you are interested in getting in- 
volved in one of the hottest organiza- 
tions in the world, please consider join- 
ing. Membership applications can be 
obtained at: OHNS, P.O. BOX 38669, 
Colorado Springs, CO 80937. 


THE HOMELESS NUMISMATIST 
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“Hobo Tokens" and Hobo Medal | 
From Gallery Mint Museum 


Last chance to buy back dated hobo tokens at 1995 Silver Medal 
original price of only $5 each while supplies 1.5 02. 999 fine silver 
last. These are a novel supplement to any hobo Only a few left from the 
nickel or buffalo nickel collection. 


F Edition of 500. 


"Hobo Tokens" are die struck over modern 
date Jefferson nickels so they typically will show 
remnants of the undertype, and are slightly 
larger than a nickel, $25 each while 
supplies last. 


1995 Gallery Mint Medal 1.5 oz silver 
(limited edition 500) Hobo Nickel theme 


1996 "Hobo Token Sty 1... 
“indian Head" wisteam engine reverse 
FINAL MINTAGE 1686 


1996 "Hobo Token" Style 5 
“Hobo Head wba reverse (Eureka Springs rev) 
FINAL MINTAGE 1486 


eT. 
ight car reverse (Britt, lowa) 


1997 "Hobo Token™ Style 2. 
“Eagle” w/buttalo reverse 


FINAL MINTAGE 738. 

7998 “Hobo Token” Ti 5 
Indian Head" wicircus car reverse (Sarasota, FL) 

FINAL MINTAGE 657 

1998 "Hobo Token" Style 2... $5 


“Clown Head" wibuttalo reverse 
FINAL MINTAGE 647, 


Gallery Mint T-Shirts (dark green wigoKd GMM seal) $17 
M.L. XL, XXL (circle one) 


SHIPPING AND HANDLING ADD $2. OR $4. INSURED 
TOTAL 


Visa and Master Card accepted. Include card 
number and expiration date with order. Or, send 
Check or Money Order to: 
GALLERY MINT MUSEUM 
P.O. BOX 706 

EUREKA SPRINGS, AR 72632 
Order by phone at (501) 253-5055 
www.coin-gallery.com/gmm 
E-mail gmm @arkansas.net 


“Style 1” tokens all have Indian Head obverse, 
and a steam engine or boxcar reverse. 


“Style 2” tokens all have a buffalo reverse, with 
various subjects for the obverse. 
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ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


THE ORIGINAL 
HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


P.O. BOX 38669 * COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80937 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 


Please enroll me as a member in the Original Hobo Nickel Society, Inc. as indicated. 
Please renew my membership (member number ) as indicated. 


5 years @ $40 3 years @ $25 lyear @10 
Life @ $250 Youth under 19 @ $5 Associate @ $5 (no mailings) 
Iam also enclosing a donation of for the OHNS Scholarship program. 
Name: Moniker (Nickname): 
Address; 
Phone: 
I agree to abide by the Society’s Code of Ethics. 

Signature of Candidate Sponsor’s Name 


OHNS Advertisement Policy and Rates 


1. Prices quoted are for camera ready display copy. 
2. Graphic layout and design @ $25 per hour is available. 
3. Pictures or graphics are encouraged. 
4. Payment in full must be submitted with ads. Make checks payable to: Original Hobo Nickel Society. 
5. All ads must be related to Hobo Nickels or associated materials or subject matter. 
6. Dealers must adhere to our Code of Ethics. 
Numismatic flyers can be inserted and mailed with Bo Tales for as little as $150. 


Annual -4 Publications Single Issue - Bo Tales Single - Auction Catalogue 


Full Page $225.00 $100.00 $125.00 
Full Page w/Cover $250.00 XX XX 
Half Page Ad $150.00 $75.00 $100.00 
Quarter Page Ad $100.00 $50.00 $75.00 
Inside Cover xx xXx | $175.00 
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ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, i 


THE ORIGINAL 
HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


P.O. BOX 38669 » COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80937 


HOBO NICKEL AUTHENTICATION SUBMISSION FORM 


Submissions will be reviewed by at least two authenticators who will give independent opinions on the originality, 
type, method(s), artist, condition and quality of the carving. Each coin will be photographed and described. Carvings 
considered to be original (not modern) will be registered and numbered. Please submit one form with each coin 
to one of the following authenticators: 


Bill Fivaz Gail Baker Kraljevich 
P.O. Box 888660 P.O. Box 38669 
Dunwoody, GA 30356-0660 _ Colorado Springs, CO 80937 
Owner’s Name: OHNS Membership #. 


Address 


Owner’s value of coin (this information is necessary for insurance): $ 


Members: $15.00 per coin* or ten or more coins - $12.50 per coin* Non-Members: $25.00 per coin* 
*Includes postage and insurance up to $100.00. /f you desire additional insurance, indicate the amount and 
include the additional cost. 


I understand that the opinions rendered are strictly that, opinions, and are not a guarantee that the item is genuine. It 
is however, the best considered judgement by qualified specialists in the area, but others may reach different conclu- 
sions. 


I authorize OHNS to use a photograph of this coin. Tauthorize OHNS to use my name (not address). 


Signature of Submitter Date 


Please make all checks payable to: 
Original Hobo Nickel Society 
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ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY, INC. 


You're Board (But We're Not!) 


Chief Cook and Bottle Washer 
Town Crier and Keeper of the Campfire 
Head Scribbler 


... Bill “Zemo” Fivaz 


Ray “Erie” Flanigan 
Gail “Bo-ette” Kraljevich 


Trouble Maker... Chuck “Buddha” Irwin 
Bean Counter .. Dallas “Colonel” Shaw 
Night Watch .. James “Dictator” Taylor 


J.T. “Bubba” Stanton 
Don “Sport” Farnsworth 
Del “Slickrock” Romines 
+++ Bill “Zemo” Fivaz 
Gail “Bo-ette” Kraljevich 
Don “Sport” Farnsworth 

Dave “Willy” Wilson 
Steve Alpert 


If it's wrong, blame “Bubba” ¢ P.O. Box 15487 Savannah, GA 31416-2187 
1-800-889-3714 
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Original Hobo Nickel Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 888660 
Dunwoody, GA 30356-0660 


